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ONTARIO’S EVIDENTIARY OBJECTION TO DECLARATION OF TODD CORBIN - RCVRS 51010 

 

City of Ontario (“Ontario”) respectfully submits the following evidentiary objections to the 

Declaration of Todd Corbin (“Declarant” or “Corbin Decl.”) filed July 10, 2026, in support of 

Watermaster’s Supplemental Brief in Response to the Court’s Order Requesting Further Briefing. 

Pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure section 436 and in accordance with the objections set forth 

herein, Ontario requests that the Court strike the Corbin Decl. in its entirety, or in the alternative, 

strike the specific paragraphs referenced below.  

I. GENERAL OBJECTIONS TO DECLARATION OF TODD CORBIN 

Ontario respectfully submits this general objection to the Corbin Decl. in support of the 

Watermaster’s Supplemental Brief in Response to the Cout’s Order Requesting Further Briefing as 

irrelevant to the limited issue before the Court whether Watermaster has complied with the Court 

of Appeal’s directive to correct and revise the assessment packages consistent with the original 

DYY Program agreements, the Judgment, and prior court orders.  The supporting declaration 

largely focuses on issues irrelevant to that narrow issue, including raising the history of desalters 

and DRO obligations, and potential future issues with the DYY Program.  None of these issues are 

relevant to the limited issue before the court that the assessment packages be revised consistent 

with the original DYY Program agreements.  Nor do they provide justification or support for 

Watermaster to treat the produced water at issue by Fontana and CVWD in the CAA Packages as 

“DYY production” that is exempt from DRO assessments because that is not authorized by the 

original DYY agreements and prior court orders.  For example, the Opinion makes clear that 

Fontana is not authorized to recover stored and supplemental water under the DYY Program as it 

did not have a court approved local agency agreement.  None of the above issues are relevant to or 

change that result.  

II. SPECIFIC OBJECTIONS TO THE DECLARATION OF TODD CORBIN 

DECLARATION OF TODD M. CORBIN 
Material Objected To Grounds for Objection Ruling 

1.  Declaration of Todd Corbin, 
¶4, page 2, lines 12-13: 
 
“The Desalters serve an important 
purpose of preserving Safe Yield 

Irrelevant. Evid. Code §§ 210, 350. 
 
Background on the Desalters is 
irrelevant to Ontario’s opposition to 
Watermaster’s motion, the issues in 

Sustained:  ___ 

Overruled:  ___ 
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DECLARATION OF TODD M. CORBIN 
Material Objected To Grounds for Objection Ruling 

and allowing for the broader 
distribution of recycled water 
within the Basin and meet 
California Regional Water Control 
Board requirements for salinity 
management.” 
 

the supplemental briefing, and 
Ontario’s effort to enforce the Court 
Appeal’s Opinion directing 
Watermaster to correct and amend the 
FY 2021/2022 and 2022/2023 
Assessment Packages consistent with 
the original DYY Program 
agreements, the Judgment, and prior 
court orders. In its Opinion, the Court 
of Appeal found that Watermaster’s 
interpretation and application of the 
2019 Letter Agreement to approve the 
Assessment Packages “violated the 
Judgment and the agreements that 
created the DYY Program” and this 
resulted in increased assessments to 
Ontario and other local agencies.  The 
2019 Letter Agreement is also not 
court approved or one of the original 
DYY Program agreements, and 
therefore, the produced water in the 
corrected assessment packages cannot 
be designated as DYY water.   
 
Lacks foundation and personal 
knowledge; speculative. Evid. Code 
§§ 403, 702(a) and 800. 
 
Declarant fails to lay proper 
foundation or establish personal 
knowledge for California Regional 
Water Control Board requirements 
and such testimony is based on 
speculation.  
 
Improper Opinion. Evid. Code 
§§ 800–804. 
 
Declarant’s testimony consists of 
inadmissible opinions, including 
without limitation, regarding 
California Regional Water Control 
Board requirements.  

 

2.  Declaration of Todd Corbin, 
¶5, page 2, lines 15-19: 
 
“The Desalters were initially 
supported by substantial grant 
funding during the initial Peace 
Agreement. The construction of 

Irrelevant. Evid. Code §§ 210, 350. 
 
Background on the Desalters is 
irrelevant to Ontario’s opposition to 
Watermaster’s motion, the issues in 
the supplemental briefing, and 
Ontario’s effort to enforce the Court 
Appeal’s Opinion directing 
Watermaster to correct and amend the 

Sustained:  ___ 

Overruled:  ___ 
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DECLARATION OF TODD M. CORBIN 
Material Objected To Grounds for Objection Ruling 

additional desalting capacity, once 
referred to as “Future Desalters” 
supported by tens of millions in 
grant funding was procured in 
connection with Peace II 
principally from the United States 
Bureau of Reclamation and the 
State of California.” 
 

FY 2021/2022 and 2022/2023 
Assessment Packages consistent with 
the original DYY Program 
agreements, the Judgment, and prior 
court orders. In its Opinion, the Court 
of Appeal found that Watermaster’s 
interpretation and application of the 
2019 Letter Agreement to approve the 
Assessment Packages “violated the 
Judgment and the agreements that 
created the DYY Program” and this 
resulted in increased assessments to 
Ontario and other local agencies.  The 
2019 Letter Agreement is also not 
court approved or one of the original 
DYY Program agreements, and 
therefore, the produced water in the 
corrected assessment packages cannot 
be designated as DYY water.   
 
Lacks foundation and personal 
knowledge. Evid. Code §§ 403, 
702(a) and 800. 
 
Declarant fails to lay proper 
foundation or establish personal 
knowledge for the issues of funding 
the desalters and additional desalting 
capacity.   

3.  Declaration of Todd Corbin, 
¶6, page 2, lines 20-21: 
 
“While the General Manager of 
Jurupa I was involved in 
negotiations that led to the 
amendments to the Appropriative 
Pool, Pooling Plan in 2019.” 
 

Irrelevant. Evid. Code §§ 210, 350. 
 
Background on the Desalters is 
irrelevant to Ontario’s opposition to 
Watermaster’s motion, the issues in 
the supplemental briefing, and 
Ontario’s effort to enforce the Court 
Appeal’s Opinion directing 
Watermaster to correct and amend the 
FY 2021/2022 and 2022/2023 
Assessment Packages consistent with 
the original DYY Program 
agreements, the Judgment, and prior 
court orders. In its Opinion, the Court 
of Appeal found that Watermaster’s 
interpretation and application of the 
2019 Letter Agreement to approve the 
Assessment Packages “violated the 
Judgment and the agreements that 
created the DYY Program” and this 
resulted in increased assessments to 
Ontario and other local agencies.  The 
2019 Letter Agreement is also not 

Sustained:  ___ 

Overruled:  ___ 
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DECLARATION OF TODD M. CORBIN 
Material Objected To Grounds for Objection Ruling 

court approved or one of the original 
DYY Program agreements, and 
therefore, the produced water in the 
corrected assessment packages cannot 
be designated as DYY water. 

4.  Declaration of Todd Corbin, 
¶8, page 2, lines 25 – page 3, 
lines 1-7: 
 
“The function of the 2019 Pooling 
Plan amendment was to implement 
the 2017 Court Order regarding the 
recalculation of the basin Safe 
Yield to account for ways in which 
appropriators may access Safe 
Yield through land use 
conversations that occur as 
agricultural lands convert to urban 
use and other agreements, and 
importantly, to implement 
settlement terms between the 
parties regarding the formula to 
determine the Desalters 
Replenishment Obligation 
assessment. Like the Peace 
Agreement and the Peace II 
Agreement, the 2019 Pooling Plan 
did not include withdrawals of 
supplemental water from storage 
and recovery accounts like the 
DYY Program except for the 
exclusion from the Desalters 
Replenishment Obligation 
assessment for water extracted from 
approved storage and recovery 
programs. Accordingly, those 
parties within the Appropriative 
Pool benefitting from the 
preservation of Safe Yield, 
distributed as OSY, land use 
conversations etc, continue to fund 
its replenishment.” 
 

Irrelevant. Evid. Code §§ 210, 350. 
 
Background on the Desalters and the 
2019 Pooling Plan amendment are 
irrelevant to Ontario’s opposition to 
Watermaster’s motion, the issues in 
the supplemental briefing, and 
Ontario’s effort to enforce the Court 
Appeal’s Opinion directing 
Watermaster to correct and amend the 
FY 2021/2022 and 2022/2023 
Assessment Packages consistent with 
the original DYY Program 
agreements, the Judgment, and prior 
court orders. In its Opinion, the Court 
of Appeal found that Watermaster’s 
interpretation and application of the 
2019 Letter Agreement to approve the 
Assessment Packages “violated the 
Judgment and the agreements that 
created the DYY Program” and this 
resulted in increased assessments to 
Ontario and other local agencies.  The 
2019 Letter Agreement is also not 
court approved or one of the original 
DYY Program agreements, and 
therefore, the produced water in the 
corrected assessment packages cannot 
be designated as DYY water.   
 
Lacks foundation and personal 
knowledge; speculative. Evid. Code 
§§ 403, 702(a) and 800. 
 
Declarant fails to lay proper 
foundation or establish personal 
knowledge for the 2019 Pooling Plan 
amendment and alleged benefits to the 
parties within the Appropriative Pool, 
and such testimony is based on 
speculation.  
 
Improper Opinion. Evid. Code 
§§ 800–804. 
 
Declarant’s testimony consists of 
inadmissible opinions, including 

Sustained:  ___ 

Overruled:  ___ 
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DECLARATION OF TODD M. CORBIN 
Material Objected To Grounds for Objection Ruling 

without limitation, regarding the 2019 
Pooling Plan amendment and alleged 
benefits to the parties within the 
Appropriative Pool.  

5.  Declaration of Todd Corbin, 
¶9, page 3, lines 18-10: 
 
“When stored water is withdrawn 
from DYY accounts it is recovered 
subject to program conditions 
including the payment of 
compensation to MWD through its 
agent IEUA and Three Valleys 
Municipal Water District 
(TVMWD).” 
 

Irrelevant. Evid. Code §§ 210, 350. 
 
The issue of payment of withdrawn 
water from the DYY accounts is 
irrelevant to Ontario’s opposition to 
Watermaster’s motion, the issues in 
the supplemental briefing, and 
Ontario’s effort to enforce the Court 
Appeal’s Opinion directing 
Watermaster to correct and amend the 
FY 2021/2022 and 2022/2023 
Assessment Packages consistent with 
the original DYY Program 
agreements, the Judgment, and prior 
court orders. In its Opinion, the Court 
of Appeal found that Watermaster’s 
interpretation and application of the 
2019 Letter Agreement to approve the 
Assessment Packages “violated the 
Judgment and the agreements that 
created the DYY Program” and this 
resulted in increased assessments to 
Ontario and other local agencies.  The 
2019 Letter Agreement is also not 
court approved or one of the original 
DYY Program agreements, and 
therefore, the produced water in the 
corrected assessment packages cannot 
be designated as DYY water.   
 
Lacks foundation and personal 
knowledge. Evid. Code §§ 403, 
702(a) and 800. 
 
Declarant fails to lay proper 
foundation or establish personal 
knowledge for the DYY Program 
conditions including the payment of 
compensation.  

Sustained:  ___ 

Overruled:  ___ 

 

6. Declaration of Todd Corbin, 
¶10, page 3, lines 11-12: 
 
“No party is entitled to withdraw 
the stored water without paying 
either TVMWD or IEUA and 
MWD.” 

Irrelevant. Evid. Code §§ 210, 350. 
 
The issue of payment of withdrawn 
water from the DYY accounts is 
irrelevant to Ontario’s opposition to 
Watermaster’s motion, the issues in 
the supplemental briefing, and 
Ontario’s effort to enforce the Court 

Sustained:  ___ 

Overruled:  ___ 
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DECLARATION OF TODD M. CORBIN 
Material Objected To Grounds for Objection Ruling 

 Appeal’s Opinion directing 
Watermaster to correct and amend the 
FY 2021/2022 and 2022/2023 
Assessment Packages consistent with 
the original DYY Program 
agreements, the Judgment, and prior 
court orders. In its Opinion, the Court 
of Appeal found that Watermaster’s 
interpretation and application of the 
2019 Letter Agreement to approve the 
Assessment Packages “violated the 
Judgment and the agreements that 
created the DYY Program” and this 
resulted in increased assessments to 
Ontario and other local agencies.  The 
2019 Letter Agreement is also not 
court approved or one of the original 
DYY Program agreements, and 
therefore, the produced water in the 
corrected assessment packages cannot 
be designated as DYY water.   
 
Lacks foundation and personal 
knowledge; speculative. Evid. Code 
§§ 403, 702(a) and 800. 
 
Declarant fails to lay proper 
foundation or establish personal 
knowledge for the DYY Program 
conditions including the payment of 
compensation, and such testimony is 
based on speculation.  
 
Improper Opinion. Evid. Code 
§§ 800–804. 
 
Declarant’s testimony consists of 
inadmissible opinions, including 
without limitation, regarding the DYY 
Program conditions including the 
payment of compensation.  
 

7. Declaration of Todd Corbin, 
¶11, page 3, line 13: 
 
“Any withdrawal of stored water 
from the DYY is accounted for by 
Watermaster.” 

Irrelevant. Evid. Code §§ 210, 350. 
 
The accounting of a withdrawal of 
stored water from the DYY account is 
irrelevant to Ontario’s opposition to 
Watermaster’s motion, the issues in 
the supplemental briefing, and 
Ontario’s effort to enforce the Court 
Appeal’s Opinion directing 
Watermaster to correct and amend the 

Sustained:  ___ 

Overruled:  ___ 
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DECLARATION OF TODD M. CORBIN 
Material Objected To Grounds for Objection Ruling 

FY 2021/2022 and 2022/2023 
Assessment Packages consistent with 
the original DYY Program 
agreements, the Judgment, and prior 
court orders. In its Opinion, the Court 
of Appeal found that Watermaster’s 
interpretation and application of the 
2019 Letter Agreement to approve the 
Assessment Packages “violated the 
Judgment and the agreements that 
created the DYY Program” and this 
resulted in increased assessments to 
Ontario and other local agencies.  The 
2019 Letter Agreement is also not 
court approved or one of the original 
DYY Program agreements, and 
therefore, the produced water in the 
corrected assessment packages cannot 
be designated as DYY water.  
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